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Course abstract

Course aim is to explore the main theories of visuality and visual communication, and analyse
contemporary relevant issues of visual communication research.

Course content

Theories of visual communication, definition, conception and terms. Main directions, schools and
authors. Philosophical, social and aesthetic theories as part of visual communication.

Image and text, interaction and access. Psychological assessment of visuality. Visual
communication and theories of perception. Visual media as digital expression, discourse, media
research. Visual identity in communication sciences.

Theoretical basis, concepts, methodologies, application of research of visual communication.
Assessment aspects of visual communication (aesthetic, ethic, rhetoric and key elements). Visual
literacy.

Visual communication and access for content, composition and semiotic research.
Psychoanalytical approach as a method of image research, discourse theory, and audience
research. Content analysis. Image as a narrative. Visual rhetoric.

Visual culture. Theories of impact. Visual rhetoric research. Critical reflection of visuality.

Study methods:
1. Individual consultations with course lecturers.
2. Individual studies of scientific literature and preparation of a scientific paper according to
the questions prepared by course lecturers.

Evaluation methods:
1. A scientific paper (30,000—40,000 characters) on the basis of questions formed by course
lecturers.
2. The themes of the scientific paper are adjusted according to a PhD student’s scientific
interests.
3. An oral discussion on the basis of a scientific paper.
NOTE:
The list of study literature is compiled by course consulting lecturers for each PhD student
individually according to the topic of their doctoral thesis. The main works defining the main
concepts relevant to the thesis, theoretical and methodological issues, etc. are included on such
list.
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