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Study method Number of credits 

ECTS 

Study method Number of credits 
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Lectures  Consultations 2 ECTS 

Individual work 5 ECTS Seminars  

 

Course abstract 

The aim of the subject is to gain knowledge on the theories and models of digital inequality 

discussing its causes, structure and manifestation in various contexts and at different levels. The 

development of the theoretical explication of digital inequality is outlined. The subject is intended 

to help students gain theoretical and methodological access to the manifestation of inequality in 

digital environments, especially the unevenness of the use of digital media. Students are also 

expected to reflect on the exclusion stemming from digital inequality and an increase in inclusion 

in the context of other social and economic inequalities.  

At the end of the course, students are expected to be able to comment on the origin of the different 

theories of digital inequality, the key points of these theories and their differences, to analyze 

their fundamental statements, strengths and weaknesses, to align their theoretical attitude to 

digital inequality to the applicable methods of research, and to apply the theories for field 

investigation.  

  

Content of the subject  

The manifestation of the levels of digital inequality in various cultures and regions; inequality 

among different social groups. Theoretical models of digital inequality generalizing on the 

manifestation of digital inequality between different regions of the world and nation states, and 

also within a specific country or region. The concepts of absolute and relative inequality and their 

application in the research of digital inequality. Manifestation of digital inequality and its 

consequences at various levels: physical and material, skills and capacities, motivation and 

benefits. Empirical research providing foundations for the theories of digital inequality and the 

application of the theories in Lithuania and worldwide. The concepts of digital exclusion and 

inclusion, the scope and methods of their research. Research of the reduction of digital exclusion 

and the promotion of digital inclusion featuring firsthand participation of research subjects.  

  

Study methods   

1. Individual consultations with the lecturers supervising the subject.   

2. Individual research of scholarly literature and the preparation of an academic paper on the 

subject outlined and worded jointly by the student and the Professors supervising the 

subject.  

  

Methods of assessment  

1. Academic paper (from 20 000 to 25 000 symbols including spaces) on a topic focusing on 

the questions posed by the Professors supervising the subject.   

2. Oral discussion based on the academic paper.    

  



Note: along with the outlined main literature of the subject, doctoral students are expected to look 

further sources of literature conforming to the academic interests of the doctoral student, the topic 

of the paper and the profile of the doctoral thesis.  
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Andrius Šuminas Prof. Dr  Silva, C., Zamora-Medina, R., & Šuminas, A. (2025). 
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