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Name of the course Field of study and 

its code 

Faculty 

History and Historiography of the 

Lithuanian Book 

Communication 

and information S 

008 

Communication 

 

Study method Number of credits 

ECTS 

Study method Number of 

credits ECTS 

Lectures  Consultations 2 ECTS 

Individual work 5 ECTS Seminars  

 

Course abstract 

Course aim is to develop analytical understanding of Lithuanian book history and critical 

assessment of historiography on the basis of different theoretical access.  

  

Course content  

Object, linguistic and geographic definition and main categories of Lithuanian book history. The 

concepts of the book of Lithuania and Lithuanian book. The field of research problems: 

publishing, production, distribution, storage and use (reading) of manuscript and print books. 

The relation of Lithuanian book history with public, European, national, regional book history, 

book culture, print and manuscript media history, book studies. Sources of Lithuanian book 

history. A change in historiographic provisions of Lithuanian book history. Stages and traditions 

in German, Polish, Belarussian and Lithuanian historiography.   

Manuscript and print book, periodical press, bookstores and libraries of the Grand Duchy of 

Lithuania (before 1795). Formation of publishing centres, genesis of publishing and distribution, 

and its structure. The universality of the totality of books and common needs of ethno-

confessions, and models of circulation of information stipulated by them. Books and the role of 

reading for the development of the society. Paradigmatic solutions, historiographic assessments 

and interpretations of Lithuanian, Polish and Belarusian researchers.  

Research on publishing, press and development of libraries in imperial Russia (1795–1915) and 

Kaiser Germany occupation (1915–1918). The most important means and influences of the press 

policy, preventive and repressive censorship. The role of book and press in a modernising 

society. Commercialisation and professionalization of the publishing system. The influence of 

press to the mentality of Lithuanian national communities and dissemination of national ideas. 

The most important publications and their information, communication, political and cultural 

role. Interaction between serials and book publishing. Prohibition of press and restrictions of 

publishing initiatives of national communities. The structure and features of the publishing 

repertoire of the period of the prohibition of press (1864–1904). The development of book under 

conditions of a legal national movement in early 20th c. Personal and institutional Lithuanian 

libraries. Historiographic evaluations and interpretations of Polish, Lithuanian and Belarusian 

researchers.  

The role of book for education, science, culture and development of the civil society of the 

independent Lithuania (1918–1940). Statistics and analytics of the current press. Monitoring 

and research of the library research. The freedom and control of press. Book research centres 

formed in the Republic of Lithuania. Retrospective bibliographic and book history research of 

Vaclovas Biržiška and others. Historiographic works dedicated to the book of Vilnius and the 

development of libraries. Lithuanistic and multicultural research priorities.  

The Lithuanian book under different occupations (1941–1990). The transformation of the 

publishing business to the state publishing sector controlled by the occupying regime. 



Integration of the Lithuanian publishing in the Soviet Union system. Resistance (underground, 

illegal, resistance, self-publishing) press. Sovietisation of the public thought, censorship and 

influence of Russification to publishing. Transformation of the library system, subsequent 

(repressive) censorship, reading control. The phenomenon of mass bibliophily. Soviet model 

book history research centres and research priorities. The impact of communication and 

information sciences on the research, achievements and prospects of the book history of restored 

Lithuania.  

The Lithuania Minor press under the rule of Prussia (1547–1919). The role of the Lithuanian 

book in the overall publishing system of the Prussian state. The structure and linguistic 

differentiation of the totality of books. First research on book history. A change in functions of 

the Lithuanian book of Lithuania Minor with the formation and strengthening of the 

constitutional German state. The contents and structure of the totality of books. The 

development of the Lithuanian book under the conditions of the division of Lithuania Minor in 

1919–1940. Books and libraries as means for retention of the Lithuanian national identity. The 

rise and development of Lithuanian serials. Historiographic priorities in works of Lithuanian 

and German scientists.   

Publishing initiatives of Lithuanian emigrants in West Europe (19th c.–early 20th c.). Publishing 

and book storage centres (archives, libraries) of Lithuanian emigrants in North and South 

America. Commercial and cultural publishing priorities. Diaspora’s press relations with 

Lithuania Minor and Major by supplying Lithuanians with Lithuanian press. The structure and 

features of the totality of diaspora’s books. Research on diaspora book, press history and 

development of memory institutions conducted in diasporas and Lithuania.  

  

Study methods:  

1. Individual consultations with course lecturers.   

2. Individual studies of scientific literature according to the questions prepared by course 

lecturers.  

Evaluation methods:  

1. Written responses to questions raised during the examination.  

2. An oral discussion on the basis of questions responded to in writing during the 

examination. 
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