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008
Study method Number of credits | Study method Number of credits
ECTS ECTS
Lectures Consultations 2 ECTS
Individual work 5ECTS Seminars

Course abstract

The aim of the subject is to analyze the currently relevant issues of the theory of communication
science(s) as well as the main schools/traditions and prospective directions of development while
advancing the critical and analytical skills of doctoral students in the course of exploring and
assessing historical and contemporary issues pertaining to the field of communication on the
grounds of the latest theory of the communication and media sciences.

Content of the subject

Theories of communication, their fundamental principles and key concepts. The main schools of
the theory of communication and their key authors. The social theories applied in communication
science(s). Models of the process of communication. Semiotic structural models. Psychological
needs and the functions of social communication. Expression through text and image, the specific
aspects and culture of communication. Discourse of media and medias. The rhetoric of medias.
Methods of communication research.

Classification of communication by its contexts. Relationship of communication contexts.
Theoretical insights into interpersonal communication. Communication of organizations; key
software of communication management. Theoretical attitude to integrated communication,
elements of integrated communication, their relationship and interaction. Theoretical models of
the research of group communication. Problem areas of the internal communication within an
organization; key theories. The culture and identity of organizations. Management of corporate
communication. Image of an organization and the reputation of an organization. Research of
organization communication. Use of social networks in corporate communication.

Public communication. Researches of the discourse of public communication. Specific features
of the discourse of social media. The key theoretical concepts of political communication. The
interaction/relationship between political communication and the mass media. Communication of
citizen involvement. The impact of the Internet and mobile communication on political
communication. Global, international, and intercultural communication.

Mass communication as an element of the public environment. Mass communication as a system
and as an object of communication theory. The structure and institutions of mass communication,
the causes and trends of its alteration and development. Functions of mass communication. The
critical theories of mass communication. The objects and methods of research of mass
communication. Messages of mass communication, methods and models of their research. The
audience of mass communication, methods of its research and the core theories — the critical
theory and the normative theory. Theories of the effects of mass communication. Impact of mass
communication on culture and the position/placement of mass communication within the
structure of culture.




Visual communication and methods of its research (research of the content and composition;
semiotic, psychoanalytical, discourse and audience research). Visual material as a source of
research and a means of the distribution of the research output. Concepts of visual rhetoric and
their research in communication science(s). The social impact of visual phenomena. Critical
research of visuality.

Study methods

1. Individual consultations with the lecturers supervising the subject.

2. Individual research of academic literature and the preparation of an academic paper focusing
on the questions posed by the lecturers supervising the subject.

Methods of assessment

1. Academic paper (from 30 000 to 40 000 symbols including spaces) focusing on the questions
posed by the lecturers supervising the subject.

2. Oral discussion on the grounds of the academic paper presented by the student.
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