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Name of the course Field of study and 

its code 

Faculty 

Theory of Journalism Communication 

and information S 

008 

Communication 

 

Study method Number of credits 

ECTS 

Study method Number of credits 

ECTS 

Lectures  Consultations 2 ECTS 

Individual work 5 ECTS Seminars  

 

Course abstract 

Course content  

Mass media: object, specificity, relevance. Functions and development of mass media. The 

analysis of definitions in the Law on the Provision of Information to the Public (1996–2016).   

The pluralism and impact of mass media in the context of globalisation processes. The 

concentration process of media in Lithuania and the world.  

The factor of periodical media in the information warfare. Freedom of press and its application at 

different stages of society’s progress (in Europe in the 19–21st c.). Society’s trust in media – a 

rapporteur of news important to the society.   

The schedule of mass media topics. The problem of balance between information and analytical 

journalism. Selection criteria of news. News: between information and analytical journalism. The 

problem of sources in the news.   

The place of media among other social institutes (ratings-based analysis) and formation of a 

public opinion.   

Criticism in periodical press: genres, the problem of objectivity, the magnitude of impact.  

The concept and object of journalism. Features of a journalistic report in the context of social 

communication. Convergence of contemporary journalism in mass media. The role of 

contemporary journalism in maturation of the civil society.   

Citizen journalism: features of development and functioning. Manifestations of citizen journalism 

in Lithuania. The role of investigative journalism in the public life. The context of pluralism of 

communication: dissemination features of entertainment and information journalism.  

The dilemma of subjectivity of journalism and the theory of objectivity of journalism.  

Legislation regulating mass media: The essence of laws of the Republic of Lithuania and key 

related documents of the European Union (Audiovisual Media Services Directive).   

News agencies: the role and impact to contemporary journalism.   

Features of the development of Internet media in Lithuania. The impact of social media to 

journalism.   

Changes in Lithuanian mass media system in late 20th c. – early 21st c., their relation with global 

systems of mass communication. The latest changes in the Lithuanian media system. Features of 

creation and presentation of images, features of development of press photography. An image in 

the Internet media. The problem of multimedia in journalism.  

The main principles, definitions and articles defining the freedom of information and the duties 

of journalists of the Republic of Lithuania Law on the Provision of Information to the Public. The 

definition of the source in the Law. The ethics of journalism (provision of information to the 

public) and its features in Lithuanian media. Legal conditions of regulation of journalist ethics in 

Lithuania.   

Economics and management of media. Media organisations, models and factors. Journalist’s 

profession in media business: the problem of business impact on journalism.   



  

Study methods  

1. Individual consultations with course lecturers.   

2. Individual studies of scientific literature and preparation of a scientific paper according to 

the questions prepared by course lecturers.   

  

Evaluation methods   

1. A scientific paper (30,000–40,000 characters) on the basis of questions formed by course 

lecturers.   

2. An oral discussion on the basis of the scientific paper. 
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politics. Cambridge University Press. 
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Erlbaum Associates. 
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Pečiulis, Ž. (2016). Digital era: From mass media towards a mass of media. Filosofija. 

Sociologija, 27(3), 238–246. 
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Academic  
rank 

Major works published in the last 5 years 

Andrius Vaišnys 
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Vaišnys, A. (2026). Transformation of the 

communist media and its anti-communist rhetoric 

during the period of national revival: A survival 

strategy. In T. Hochscherf & G. Aleknonis (Eds.), 

Conflict resolution and the Cold War: Media 

encounters across the Iron Curtain (pp. 247–269). 

Bloomsbury Publishing. 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/conflict-

resolution-and-the-cold-war-9798765127100/ 

Vaišnys, A., & Kėvišas, M. T. (2024). Trust in news 

media: The naïve perception of the causes is 
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https://doi.org/10.24425/rhpp.2024.150653 
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biblioteka. 
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biblioteka. 

Vaišnys, A. (2022). Metody KGB litewskiej SRR w 
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Wschodnioeuropejskie, (17), 44–58. 

http://swe.uw.edu.pl/Nr%2017.pdf 
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128(4), 79–122. 

https://doi.org/10.15823/istorija.2022.128.4 
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Vaišnys, A. (2021). Lithuania’s demarcation of 

information from Poland’s Solidarity Movement in 

1980–1981. Studia medioznawcze, 22(2), 908–923. 

https://doi.org/10.33077/uw.24511617.sm.2021.2.6
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Deimantas Jastramskis Prof. Dr  Jastramskis, D., Plepytė-Davidavičienė, G., & 

Kupetytė, R. (2025). The role of organisational 

factors and working conditions for the autonomy of 

journalists in an unstable economy. Journalism 

Studies, 26(2), 258–277. 
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Digital transformation, media and social 

inequalities: ESA RN18 Mid-Term Conference, 

Bukareštas, Rumunija. 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10685301 
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suprasti: Kolektyvinė monografija (p. 94–102). 

Vytauto Didžiojo universitetas. 
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