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International book studies
conference in Vilnius dedicated
to the Year of Francysk Skaryna

I t was 500 years agothat the first printing housewas established in
Vilnius, the Little 4 O A O A Bobkdw@a$ ublished (1522), and the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania thus becamepart of the Gutenberg galaxy.
This development stimulated the formation of a modern European
society in theregion, introduced new waysof communication, ledto the
emergenceof a variety of publishing media and fostered the habits of
their use.

Recognizingthe exceptional importance of the first Eastern Eu-
ropean printer and publisher Francysk Skarynafor the culture of the
Grand Duchy, intercultural relations, the proEuropean society of the
Belarusian neighbours, and for the development of the Lithuanian
statehood, the Seimasof the Republic of Lithuania declared 2022 the
Yearof Francysk Skaryna.This scholarly conferenceis organisedby the
Department of Book, Media and Publishing Studies of the Faculty of
Communication of Vilnius University together with the Wroblewski
Library of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences as part of the
celebratory plan for this commemoraive year. The conference is
launched in collaboration with partners from foreign countries and
Lithuania: the global Societyfor theHistory of Authorship, Readingand
Publishing (SHARP)Charles University in Prague,the Institute of the
Lithuanian Language, the Institute of Lithuanian Literature and
Folklore, and the Lithuanian Academy of Scienceslts purpose is to
bring together researchers of various scholarly creeds exploring the
early European book culture and its heritage. The organisers of the
conference espousea broad interpretation of book culture, which they
associatewith the
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culture of publishing, book art, printing, artistic bookbinding, book
dissemination, and reading. The book heritage of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania is understood as collections of manuscript and print books
from the Grand Duchyin the Lithuania and world memory institutions,
as well asthe research and communication of such collections.

This commemorative scholarly event continues the traditions of
interdisciplinary Vilnius book studies conferences.This is already the
nineteenth international conference initiated by book historians from
Vilnius University and the third conferencein Vilnius organised in
collaboration with SHARPThe conference affirms the fruitfulness of
international and inter-institutional collaboration, longstanding close
relations between Vilnius University and the Lithuanian Academy of
Sciencesand the traditions of scholarly communication.Hopefully,the
presentationsatthe conferencefor FrancyskSkarynawill be developed
into scholarly articles and will be published in the thematic volumes of
journal Knygotyra (Book Sciencg for 2023. This open-access,peer-
reviewed internation al scholarly journal published at Vilnius University
has beenreferencedin the Elsevier Scopusdatabasesince2018.

With a view to covering a wide field of interdisciplinary studies,
five world class researchers in the Renaissance book culture or
Skaryna studies will participate at the conference as invited
speakers: Prof. Dr. Alexandra Gillespie of the University of Toronto
Mississauga,Prof. Dr. JamesRaven of the Universities of Essexand
Cambridge, Dr. Habil. Alexander Hrusha, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. llya
Lemeshkinof CharlesUniversity, and Dr. Habil. SergejusA A é BitheO
Institute of Lithuanian Language. The planned eight sedions will
feature 38 presentations presented by researchersfrom 16 countries:
Bulgaria,CanadagCroatia,the CzechRepublic,Estonia, France,Germany,
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Spain,the United Kingdom, Ukraine, United
State, and others. They include Russian and Belarusian opposition

scholarswho, like the conferenceorganisersstandagainst2 O O On&aA 6 O

in Ukraine.
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The conference organisation and programme committees believe
that this eventwill promote scholarly discussionsregarding prominent
figures of the Renaissanceprinting culture and the phenomenaof
the creation,publishing, production, dissemination andreception of the
then print media, the first postincunabula of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania, the manuscript book culture in the Grand Duchy and other
Europeanregion,the spreadof printing in Europe,the specialfeaturesof
the print media culture in the Grand Duchy,the then institutional and
private libraries, readingandreaders, dissemination of books in society,
the manuscript and print heritage of the Grand Duchy and its
communication. We hopethat the two-day, bilingual, hybrid (distance
andinperson) conference run in two parallel streamswill inspire and
prompt new directions in the developmentof Skarynastudiesand that
it will stimulate researchin the history, culture, writings and heritage
of the Grand Duchy,which should be important asfor the present-day
society and national culture, asfor the collective identity andmemory.

We extend our sincere thanks to our financial and informational
sponsorswho are aware of the importance of this event: the Re- search
Councilof Lithuania, the GoVilnius, the hotel Novotel Vilnius Centre the
Lithuanian Television and Radio,the The National Museumz Palaceof
the Grand Dukes of Lithuania, the Polish Institute in Vilnius, and the
Vilnius City Municipality. May the atmosphere of Vilnius, which evokes
the works and times of the great humanist FrancyskSkarynaandwhich
hasfostered a book culture important for various nations andreligious
denominationsthrough centuries, inspire the conferenceparticipants
for productive work andpleasantcommunication.

Enjoyyour daysat the conference,
Prof.Dr.! O H OO E AdadABdodrof.Dr. SigitasNarbutas
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Organizing committee

Prof. Dr. Ausra Navickiené {Chair, Vilnius University, Lithuania, SHARP
Regional Liaison Officer for the Baltic Region)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sigitas Narbutas (Chair, The Wroblewski Library of the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, Lithuania)

Dr. Rima Ciceniené (Vice Chair, The Wroblewski Library of the Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences, Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tomas Petreikis (Vice Chair, Vilnius University, Lithuania)
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Nijolé Bliadziuviené {(Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Dr. Jan Hillgartner (Leiden University, Netherlands / SHARP Director of
Transnational Affairs)

Emeritus Prof. Dr. Habil. Domas Kaunas {Vilnius University / Lithuanian
Academy of Science, Lithuania)

Prof. Dr. Rimvydas Lauzikas (Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. Ilya Lemeshkin (Charles university, Czech)

Prof. Dr. R. Misitnas (Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Jamilia Ramazanova (Independent Researcher)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Shef Rogers (University of Otago, New Zealand / SHARP
President)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Marion Rutz (Justus Liebig University Giessen, Germany)
Dr. Biruté Triskaité (The Institute of Lithuanian Language, Lithuania)
Assoc. Prof. Dr. KsiStof Tolkacevski (Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Dr. Asta Vaskeliené (The Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore,
Lithuania)

Secretariat

Kristina Gedvilaité

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Jurgita Girciené
Skirmanté Granickiené

Dr. Fausta Kepaliené
Mindaugas Masirka

Milda Vibrantyté

Vilma Zarankaité-Petrikiené
Agné Zumbrickaité
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Programme committee

Prof. Dr. Ausra Navickiené (Chair, Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sigitas Narbutas (Chair, The Wroblewski Library of the
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, Lithuania)

Dr. Rima Cicéniené (Vice Chair, The Wroblewski Library of the Lithuanian
Academy of Sciences / Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tomas Petreikis (Vice Chair, Vilnius University, Lithuania)
Dr. Natalija Bondar (Vernadsky National Library of Ukraine, Ukraine})
Prof. Dr. lan Gadd (Bath Spa University, United Kingdom)

Dr. Jan Hillgértner (Leiden University, Netherlands)

Emeritus Prof. Dr. Leslie Howsam (University of Windsor, Canada)

Dr. Habil. Alexander Hrusha (Independent Researcher)

Emeritus Prof. Dr. Habil. Domas Kaunas (Vilnius University, Lithuanian
Academy of Science, Lithuania)

Prof. Dr. Habil. Bozena Koredczuk (University of Wroctaw, Poland)
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tuija Laine (Helsinki University, Finland)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. Ilya Lemeshkin (Charles University, Czech)

Prof. Dr. Habil. Jakub Niedzwiedz (Jagiellonian University of Krakow,
Poland)

Prof. Dr. Arvydas Pacevicius (Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Prof. Dr. Habil. Dainora Pociuté-Abukeviciené (Vilnius University,
Lithuania)

Dr. Joran Proot (Cultura Fonds Library / University of Antwerp, Belgium)
Prof. Dr. James Raven (University of Essex / University of Cambridge,
United Kingdom)

Dr. Tiiu Reimo (Academic Library in the Tallinn University, Estonia)

Dr. Olga Shutova (The Laboratory for Francysk Skaryna Studies, France)
Dr. Habil. Sergejus Temcinas (The Institute of Lithuanian Language,
Lithuania)

Dr. Asta Vaskeliené (The Institute of Lithuanian Literature and Folklore,
Lithuania)

Prof. Dr. Zoran Velagi¢ (University of Osijek, Croatia)

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Petr Voit (Charles University, Czech)

Prof. Dr. Axel Ernst Walter (Eutin Library, Germany / Vilnius University,
Lithuania)

Prof. Dr. Viesturs Zanders (University of Latvia, Latvia)
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Thursday, 22 September

Registration
08.30-09.00

Conference Opening
09.00-09.30

Plenary Meeting
09.30-10.40
Great Conference Hall

Coffee Break
10.40-11.10

Plenary Meeting (Continued)
11.10-12.55
Great Conference Hall

Lunch Break & E-Poster Session (1)

12.55-14.30
Section | Section Il
Skaryna and the Age of The Development of Printing in
Renaissance 14.30— Europe
15.20 14.30-15.20
Great Conference Hall Minor Conference Hall

Coffee Break & E-Poster Session (2)

15.20-15.50
Section | (Continued) Section Il (Continued)
Skaryna and the Age of The Development of Printing

Renaissance 15.50—
16.40

Great Conference Hall Minor Conference Hall

in Europe
15.50-16.40
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