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t was 500 years ago that the first  printing  house was established in 

Vilnius, the Little  4ÒÁÖÅÌÌÅÒȭÓ Book was published (1522), and the 

Grand Duchy of Lithuania thus became part of the Gutenberg galaxy. 

This development stimulated the formation  of a modern European 

society in the region, introduced new ways of communication, led to the 

emergence of a variety of publishing media and fostered the habits of 

their  use. 

Recognizing the exceptional importance of the first  Eastern Eu- 

ropean printer  and publisher Francysk Skaryna for the culture of the 

Grand Duchy, intercultural  relations, the proEuropean society of the 

Belarusian neighbours, and for the development of the Lithuanian 

statehood, the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania declared 2022 the 

Year of Francysk Skaryna. This scholarly conference is organised by the 

Department of Book, Media and Publishing Studies of the Faculty of 

Communication of Vilnius University together with  the Wroblewski 

Library  of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences as part of the 

celebratory plan for this commemorative year. The conference is 

launched in collaboration with  partners from foreign countries and 

Lithuania: the global Society for the History of Authorship, Reading and 

Publishing (SHARP), Charles University in Prague, the Institute  of the 

Lithuanian Language, the Institute  of Lithuanian Literature  and 

Folklore, and the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences. Its purpose is to 

bring together researchers of various scholarly creeds exploring the 

early European book culture and its heritage. The organisers of the 

conference espouse a broad interpretation  of book culture, which they 

associate with  the 
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culture of publishing, book art, printing,  artistic  bookbinding, book 

dissemination, and reading. The book heritage of the Grand Duchy of 

Lithuania is understood as collections of manuscript and print  books 

from the Grand Duchy in the Lithuania and world  memory institutions,  

as well  as the research and communication of such collections. 

This commemorative scholarly event continues the traditions  of 

interdisciplinary  Vilnius book studies conferences. This is already the 

nineteenth international  conference initiated by book histori ans from 

Vilnius University and the third conference in Vilnius organised in 

collaboration with  SHARP. The conference affirms the fruitfulness of 

international  and inter -institutional  collaboration, longstanding close 

relations between Vilnius University and the Lithuanian Academy of 

Sciences, and the traditions  of scholarly communication. Hopefully, the 

presentations at the conference for Francysk Skaryna will  be developed 

into scholarly articles and will  be published in the thematic volumes of 

journal Knygotyra (Book Science) for 2023. This open-access, peer-

reviewed internation al scholarly journal published at Vilnius University 

has been referenced in the Elsevier Scopus database since 2018. 

With a view to covering a wide field of interdisciplinary  studies, 

five world class researchers in the Renaissance book culture or 

Skaryna studies will  participate at the conference as invited  

speakers: Prof. Dr. Alexandra Gillespie of the University of Toronto 

Mississauga, Prof. Dr. James Raven of the Universities of Essex and 

Cambridge, Dr. Habil. Alexander Hrusha, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Habil. Ilya 

Lemeshkin of Charles University, and Dr. Habil. Sergejus 4ÅÍéÉÎÁÓ of the 

Institute  of Lithuanian Language. The planned eight sections will  

feature 38 presentations presented by researchers from 16 countries: 

Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, Germany, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Spain, the United Kingdom, Ukraine, United 

State, and others. They include Russian and Belarusian opposition 

scholars who, like the conference organisers, stand against 2ÕÓÓÉÁȭÓ war 

in Ukraine. 
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The conference organisation and programme committees believe 

that this event will  promote scholarly discussions regarding prominent 

figures of the Renaissance printing  culture and the phenomena of 

the creation, publishing, production, dissemination and reception of the 

then print  media, the first  postincunabula of the Grand Duchy of 

Lithuania, the manuscript book culture in the Grand Duchy and other 

European region, the spread of printing  in Europe, the special features of 

the print  media culture in the Grand Duchy, the then institutional  and 

private libraries, reading and readers, dissemination of books in society, 

the manuscript and print  heritage of the Grand Duchy and its 

communication. We hope that the two-day, bilingual, hybrid  (distance 

and inperson) conference run in two parallel streams will  inspire and 

prompt  new directions in the development of Skaryna studies and that 

it  will  stimulate research in the history, culture, writings  and heritage 

of the Grand Duchy, which should be important  as for the present-day 

society and national culture, as for the collective identity  and memory. 

We extend our sincere thanks to our financial and informational  

sponsors who are aware of the importance of this event: the Re- search 

Council of Lithuania, the Go Vilnius, the hotel Novotel Vilnius Centre, the 

Lithuanian Television and Radio, the The National Museum ɀ Palace of 

the Grand Dukes of Lithuania, the Polish Institute in Vilnius, and the 

Vilnius City Municipality. May the atmosphere of Vilnius, which evokes 

the works and times of the great humanist Francysk Skaryna and which 

has fostered a book culture important  for various nations and religious 

denominations through centuries, inspire the conference participants 

for productive work  and pleasant communication. 

 
Enjoy your days at the conference, 

Prof. Dr. !ÕĤÒÁ .ÁÖÉÃËÉÅÎõ and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Sigitas Narbutas
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