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Course abstract 

 
Course aim is to deepen the knowledge on research problems of propaganda and censorship, 

theoretical access and methodology, develop the skills to perform the analysis of the 

development of propaganda, preventive and subsequent censorship, propaganda campaigns by 

applying methods of communication and information and interdisciplinary methods. 

 

Course content. The definition of propaganda, development of the concept, objectives 

(political, economic, religious-ethnic, diplomatic-military, etc.). Propaganda as a systematic 

aim to manipulate knowledge and direct behaviour to achieve strategic goals (G. Jowett and 

V. O'Donnell). Information, communication and propaganda. Propaganda and preventive, and 

repressive (subsequent) censorship. Propaganda manipulation in literature and art. Propaganda 

and mass communication and institutions (press, cinema, radio, television, phone, the Internet, 

social networks). Emotional and rational propaganda. Word, visual technique and images. 

Archetypes, political myths and stereotypes. 

The origin of propaganda conception and the development of historiographic provisions at the 

juncture of the 20th and 21st centuries. Methods of censorship research (the analysis of documents 

of control authorities, publishing systems and production, contents of collections of  memory 

institutions, analysis of  distribution and dissemination of prints channels). Methodology of 

propaganda research (case context analysis, agenda setting, etc.). Elements of propaganda 

campaign: contents of releases, impact of mass communications and audience. Proactive and 

reactive information activities. Opinion leaders. Black, grey and white propaganda. Model of 

preparatory propaganda. State and political power as a source of propaganda. The problem of the 

sender of propaganda and identification techniques. Propaganda impact analysis. 

Propaganda in early civilisations and antiquity. Propaganda in the Middle Ages, Renaissance 

and Modern period. The censorship system in Europe after the invention of press and at the 

beginning of the age of mass communication. Index librorum prohibitorum and other 

instruments of censorship. Propaganda and censorship during the periods of religious wars, 

revolutions and world wars.  Information and propaganda models, freedom of press and control 

in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Russian empire, interwar and Soviet Lithuania. Prohibited 

means, channels and participants of press distribution. Propaganda and censorship under 

conditions of authoritarianism and totalitarianism. Manifestation of moral, military, political, 

religious and corporative censorship. Self-censorship and ideological censorship. Information 

warfare in global civilisation. Concepts of information warfare. Contemporary development of 

war propaganda: model, methods, application of the concept of terrorism and genocide. 



Study methods: individual consultations, source and literature studies. 

Evaluation and examination methods: an oral and written examination, intermediate 

examination – a scientific paper on an agreed topic which reflects the problems discussed in 

the doctoral thesis. 
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