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Course abstract

Course aim is to deepen the knowledge on the theoretical access and problems of reading culture
research, develop the skills to perform lectological, reading on screens and reading development
research by applying the methodology of communication and information and interdisciplinary sciences.

Course content: reading culture, book culture and the concept of book culture. Lectology, reading,
readability and reading history. Psychological, physiological, social, communication aspects of reading
research. Methodological paradigms of reading culture research. Cultural anthropology, microhistory,
history of emotions research in the context of reading knowledge. Reading and communication. Reading
history sources. Paratexts, book (ownership) marks and marginalia. Book graffiti. Mass reading sources
(catalogue, inventories, subscribers lists), features of their analysis and interpretations. Reading and
writing strategies in Antiquity, Middle Ages and Modern Period. Rhetorical discourse and silent reading.
Aggressive reading. The development of literacy and impact on the art of memory and reading practices.
Reading in the context of speaking and writing: the tenacity and development of cultural models. Public
and private reading space. Newspaper and magazine as means of mass communication. Club-reading-
room and a public library in the Age of Enlightenment. Information space and reading. Reading and
information communities. Development of book repertoire. The concept, content and interpretations of
the reading revolution. National and religious reading context. Censorship and reading. Political regimes
of the 20th c. and reading. Reading and propaganda. The impact of cinema, radio, television and the
Internet on the form and content of reading. Reading and communication in the global village. Reading
and digital culture. Wreading. Reading on screens. Digital reading devices, software and their impact
on reading. Reading comprehension and reading tactics in different reading devices and paper. The use
of eye tracking in reading research.

Study methods: individual consultations, source and literature studies.

Evaluation and examination methods: an oral and written examination, intermediate examination — a
scientific paper on an agreed topic which reflects the problems discussed in the doctoral thesis.
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