COURSE SYLLABUS FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES

Name of the course Field of study and | Faculty
its code
Analysis of the development of Communication Communication
journalistic media content and information S
008
Study method Number of credits | Study method Number of
ECTS credits ECTS
Lectures Consultations 2 ECTS
Individual work 5 ECTS Seminars

Course abstract

Analysis of the development of journalistic media content is an optional PhD course of
Communication and Information Sciences during which PhD students analyse the development of mass
media systems and content from a historical, political and technological development perspective.

Course aim:

- to analyse the changes in the system of mass media and its models, content, and relation with the
audience during key stages of historical and technological development;

- to analyse the history of Lithuanian media in the global context, by focusing on the relation between
media and the government, and by analysing the trends in journalism development according to
formation features of journalism as a social institute and its system;

- interpret the changes in journalist profession and media content from a perspective of freedom of press
and the place of mass media in a democratic state.

Course objectives

Ability to analyse and critically assess the systems and models of mass media, change in media content,
and relation with the audience.

Ability to perceive Lithuanian mass media in the context of global mass media.

Ability to critically analyse the relation between mass media and the government, interpret a journalist’s
profession in terms of freedom of press and the place of media in a democratic society.

Course themes:

I. Social formation of a periodical press institute and creation of the media system.

1. History of journalism: document, social conflict, cultural phenomenon studies. Political function of
publicistic works of chronicles and releases. Vilnius University: the shortcomings in the role of the
first newspaper.

2. The preconditions of social, economic and political changes for the formation of the media system
in the second half of the 19th c. The USA and Europe: the birth of media as a business subject,
theoretical characteristics of separation of periodical publishing, journalist’s profession and
journalistic activity from political subordination and direct political influences.

3. Methods, reasons and circumstances of bans of press, and resistance process in the Russian empire
in the 18-19th c. Original Lithuanian serials in Lithuania Minor: problematic themes of a national
identity and social conflicts in “Tévynés varpai” by Vincas Kudirka (1858-1899). Comparative
characteristic of Varpas and Ausra from a journalistic perspective. The consequences of political
bans and their relevance to the development of Lithuanian periodical press in the 19th c. and early
20th c.: resistance publicistic works and its leaders, contraband, official, alternative and underground
media. The circumstances of formation of professional Lithuanian media in the 20th c.

4. Media of the 20th c. between the two world wars: the problem of synonymous usage of propaganda
and journalism terms. The interaction between media and politics from a perspective of freedom of




press conception in the USA, USSR and European countries. Six months of word and press freedom
in the Republic of Lithuania.

5. The system of the USSR propaganda and agitation: a case of the communist model. The features of
the Lithuanian media system of the Soviet period. Propaganda, censorship, self-censorship, functions
of Soviet press.

6. Legal and illegal press in the years of the Nazi occupation. Alternative information channels in the
Lithuanian language. The role of underground press in the partisan resistance (1944-1953), its
characteristics and development. The self-publishing phenomenon. Periodical self-publishing: a
response to Soviet propaganda.

7. The functionality of visual and audio media. The transformation of photography (19th c.) into
photojournalism (20th c.). The impact of radio and television technologies on the media system. The
development of the audiovisual broadcaster. The implementation of public service ideas in
Lithuania.

8. The rise of Sgjidis press. Events of Sgjidis in official press. The last attempts of the Soviet
government at controlling media. A comparative characteristic of movements in Lithuania in early
and late 20th c. from a perspective of freedom of press. The functions of the first daily Vilniaus Zinios
and Sgjidzio zinios.

9. The relation among freedom of press, worldview and media business in Lithuania and Europe, and
its impact to the expansion of periodic development (18-21th c.). The role of journalism as a
document in the history science. Journalistic criticism in shaping the public space. The case of Alfred
Dreyfus.

10. The preconditions for formation of types of journalism: from information towards analytical. The
birth of investigative journalism in the USA and Europe. Russian investigative journalism. The
development of reportage journalism with the birth of radio and television. The functionality of
literary journalism (D. Defoe, J. Steinbeck, J. Savickis, R. Kapuscinski).

11. Late 20th c. — early 21st c. Lithuanian mass media and their relation with international systems of
mass communication. The beginning of digital journalism (1999).

I1. Creative origin of a journalist’s profession and public role.

12. Methodology of a journalist’s work: distinguishing the interview method from the interview genre
in the first half of the 20th c.

13. Formation of author’s research methods (Gilnter Wallraff, Yuri Shchekochikhin, Anna
Politkovskaya). The origins, aims and tradition of the USA Pulitzer Prize.

14. The House Un-American Activities Committee in 1947-1975 and blacklists for media persons. An
expression of political ideology in the USSR media during the Stalinism and détente periods; a
hidden expression of anti-semitism in the USSR media of the Brezhnev period.

15. The reason for using a pen name and its role in a journalist’s career. A change in a legal status of a
journalist in Lithuania.

I11. Materialisation of the idea of freedom of press (between philosophy and legislation in the 19—

20th c.).

16. John Stuart Mill’s principles of press liberty/freedom.

17. The role of culture magazine (culture newspaper) in West Europe (19th c.). Maturation of literary
criticism and worldview ideas, interaction of conservativism, liberalism and Marxism ideas with
culture journalism. The phenomenon of Naujoji Romuva magazine and association (organisation) in
Lithuania in 1931-1940. Juozas Keliuotis’ principles of journalism theory.

18. The circumstances of the rise of serials of USA Lithuanians and their role in the case of Lithuanian
freedom (1940-1990). Electronic media of contemporary diaspora — a part of the development of
national journalism.

19. A legislators’ initiative to regulate serials in the first half of the 20th c. (1919, 1935) and reflection
of freedom of information (journalism) in Lithuanian legislation at the end of the 20th c.

20. Reflection of ideas and policy programmes in Lithuanian serials (1900-1905, 1917-1940, 1989—
2004).

Study methods




1. Individual consultations with course lecturers.

2. Individual studies of scientific literature and preparation of a scientific paper according to the
questions prepared by course lecturers.

Evaluation methods

1. A scientific paper (30,000—40,000 characters) on the basis of questions formed by course
lecturers. The themes of the scientific paper are agreed upon according to a PhD student’s
scientific interests.

2. An oral discussion on the basis of the scientific paper.
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