












































































Since one of the relevant missions of UNESCO is to encourage and enable 
the preservation and enjoyment of the cultural, scientific and information 
heritage of the humanity; 
since we know that the huge Archivio Storico of the Banco di Napoli – a 
leading Southern Italian institution - has been from its very beginning in 
1819  entrusted with the task of collecting and preserving more than five 
centuries of cultural heritage; 
since such an impressive collection of millions of documents is a source of 
information which  illustrates Neaples,  Southern Italy, and the 
Mediterranean civilization and represents a valuable and unique “mirror of 
the world and its memory”; 
since the Foundation Istituto Banco di Napoli who runs the Archivio is 
presently heavily committed in providing an open access to the Archivio 
through the web – site, 

we strongly urge UNESCO to include the Archivio Storico del Banco di 
Napoli in its “Memory of the World” programme, thus contributing to 
prevent a collective amnesia and giving support to the Foundation’s efforts 
of providing more and more access to this unique heritage of human 
memory.


