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Context and Concept

• Memory of America (US Library of Congress)
• Pandora (Australian National Library)
• Google Library
• TEL/TELMEMOR
• European Digital Library (EDL); concept and

Strategy 2010
– EDLNet / Biblioteca Baltica

• Latvian National Digital Library “Letonica”



Key Ambitions

• National level digital library
• Universal resource
• Preservation role
• Educational and learning role
• Excellence Centre



Participation

• National-level institutions:
– Latvian Academic Library // http://www.acadlib.lv
– Latvian State Archive // http://www.itl.rtu.lv/LVA/
– Latvian Academy of Music // http://www.music.lv/academy/
– other memory institutions

• Aims:
– Regional institutions
– Local and individual participation



Content

• Criteria:
– Significant objects
– Perservation
– Accessibility
– Quality
– Dependability

• Digital collections
• Archiving of Latvian 

web



Infrastructure

• Equipment and training
– State United Library 

Network (Lightnet) 
Standardization

– Object and metadata 
quality and format

• Digital Object 
Management (DOM)  
system http://www.gaisma.lv/



Digital Object Management system

• Cultural heritage preservation infrastructure

• National-level digital library
• Key infrastructure element

• Creation: 
– � 2,7M  (~ � 200K technical infrastructure)
– alternatives

• Running costs:  � 80K / year technical

• Assumed growth rate: 1TB/month (NLL 
content only)



Present and Future

• Retroconversion
• Project: “Lost Latvia”

– potential for widest participation

• Mass digitization
• Development of Learning Program and Resources
• LNDL “Letonica” Excellence Centre

– Ministry of Culture support and priority
– not only best-practices adoption, but also R&D

• participation in EU FP7: semantic analysis and onthologies



Issues and Considerations

� The invisible part
� Personnel
� Equipment
� IT infrastructure

� Legislation
� Acceptance
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