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In the Early-Modern Age Grand Duchy of Lithuania (GDL) was a European region remarkable by its ethnic, cultural and religious heterogeneity. Interaction, unifying ideas and exchange of knowledge between catholic, orthodox and protestant communities resulted in the rise of historiographic literature; it [literature] was different from the one created in the fields with one prevalent confession. Although after some time catholic confession was acknowledged as dominant at the state level in GDL, some views of protestants and orthodox community in particular remained stable. Rivalry of confessions in given time and space related to co-existent Christian communities was reflected in monastic historiography.
In this presentation the author tries to answer several questions related to specific type of historical sources described above: what was in the focus of historiographers writing history of the monastery either operating in the region where catholicism was prevalent or in the regions remarkable by diversity of confessions? What were the principles that monks relied on when selecting certain events from the past and preserving memories about them on the pages of carmelite, dominican, carthusians or regular canons chronicles? Was there any difference between memories ,,written” and processed by the monks who lived in urban or rural environments? Only minor part of historiographic materials of GDL was published, therefore, analysis was based on the archival materials.
