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The idea of digital cooperation between memory institutions in Latvia was defined at the beginning of 2002. From this moment onwards we can talk about consistent progress. First of all a national target program was established under the auspices of the Culture Capital Foundation, in the framework of which national and regional memory institutions alike could create intersectoral digital cooperation projects. Over time tens of important joint projects have been implemented. An important step was the first Conference of Baltic Archives, Libraries and Museums held in Riga in 2002. Following that Latvian Ministry of Culture established a standards committee for 3 sectors (based upon library standards committee). The next step was the transformation of the consortium of library information network into culture information system (CIS) and the following drafting of requirements for the cooperation of archives-libraries-museums. In 2005 the Government decided to provide support for the establishment of “Letonica”- the digital library of the Latvian National Library. At present the concept and the manual of technical requirements have been prepared. The project fully complies with the ideology of European Digital Library, since it is targeted at involving all memory institutions. At present there is cooperation with Microsoft concerning the development of DOM architecture. Currently the Digital Library of NLL contains the digitialisation of 84 newspapers, etc.; interactive involvement of people into the development of the joint resource is a very important part of the project. The project “Lost Latvia”, based upon web2.0 ideology, has gained popularity. UNESCO programme “Memory of the World”, in its turn, initiates the establishment of a national register, which alongside the nomination policy would be an excellent tool – a guide for the development of national digital library.
