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The communications of the European Commission „i2010: A European Information Society for growth and employment“, „i2010: Digital libraries“ and „Access to scientific information in digital age“ represent a new integrated approach to long-term preservation of cultural and scientific heritage. These documents promote memory institutions to consider the new colaboration paradigm. Major international projects such as Minerva, Minerva Plus, Digicult, Michael and other are aimed at exploration of closer collaboration perspectives.
Digital convergence requires to make appropriate policy decisions. Considering collaboration of Lithuanian memory institutions in creation of digital heritage content it should be argued that initiatives of M. Mazvydas national library of Lithuania in 2004-2005 have integrated principles of cultural policy, relevant methodology and practices. Although the project is not accomplished yet, it is already possible to speak about innovations that have crucial impact to:
1. Cultural policy because the project encouraged to adopt a strategy for digitization of cultural heritage that defined the mechanism for collaboration of memory institutions and their responsibility for the future development of this partnership.

2. Methodology and technology because institutions that participate in the project have agreed on the common metadata, file management, and classification standards that guarantee the long-term preservation of and effective access to digital information. The development of virtual system and common portal „epaveldas.lt“ confirmed the appropriateness of methodological solutions reflected in the „Strategy for cultural heritage digitization“ and project documentation.
3. Integration of Lithuania into the European space of digital content because by the end of the project 3 millions and 605 thousand of original manuscripts, newspapers, old books, metrics, chronicles, and other material of significant historical value will be digitized.
The presentation is focused at the methodological aspects of collaboration between memory institutions that can be exploited in future similar projects in Lithuania and other countries.
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