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Lithuanistic heritage information system ARUODAI http://www.aruodai.lt is created to network lithuanistic sciences (at the beginning – archaeology, ethnology, folklore studies, history and language studies). This is the first project of such type in Lithuania, it aims to discover common modules, allowing to find an optimal description solution for objects of diverse sciences.

Essential pre-requisite for integration is the common understanding of content units. In case of Aruodai not sources, but research objects of lithuanistics became content units. This solution allows building a scientific lithuanistic system because research operates objects, but not their sources (e.g. objects of ethnology are holiday traditions, but not „Būdas žemaičių ir Lietuvos“ by Simonas Daukantas). It would be impossible if the sources (large textual, visual or sound units of information), which should be classified according to criteria of source studies, would be treated as content units. 

On the other hand any object of lithuanistics can be recorded more than one time and more than by one person. Moreover, it can be immitated, cited, researched, edited, commented etc. Therefore, description of objects by integrating all records is another universal criterion for the description of objects of different lithuanistic sciences.

Integration of lithuanistic objects is implemented by using common structure of metadata description. Metadata are captured from 9 depositories of Aruodai that while preserving the authonomy of their data are integrated into one system:
I. Depositories of digital objects:

· the main depository of Aruodai;
· audiovisual archive.
II. Metadata depositories and tools for functional retrieval: 
· bank of persons‘ information;
· thesaurus of terms;
· bibliographic catalogue;
· geographic information bank;
· electronic catalogue of Lithuanian oral folklore;
· electronic catalogue of Lithuanian folk songs.
III. Semantic retrieval tool:

· Systemic keywords index.
7 depositories of Aruodai are universal tools appropriate for describing any lithuanistic object. However, 2 depositories of Aruodai are specialized; these are catalogues of folklore based on the principles of folkloristics. Aruodai is an example of universal system that integrates systems with specific classification needs.






PAGE  
2

