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Lithuanian national committee of Memory of the World, Lithuania
Lithuanian national committee functioning under UNESCO programme devoted to protection and dissemination of documentary heritage started to develop the Lithuanian national Memory of the World registry in 2005. The objectives of the registry were to facilitate identification of the most valuable objects (documents, collections) of documentary heritage that are held in various organizations or belong to private persons; to develop a strategy for protection of this heritage and its promotion in Lithuania and abroad.

There are the following selection criteria in the registry:

· Creation time of the object of documentary heritage;

· Creation place of the object;
· Creator of the documentary heritage objects – a person or a group of persons;
· Content of the documentary heritage object;
· Significance of the object for lithuanistics;
· Shape and style of the documentary heritage object.
When selecting objects to include into the Registry particular attention is payed to rarity of objects (i.e. rare object representing certain period or specific type of objects), integrity (i.e. if the whole object or its parts have survived, if there any changes or damage) and survival threat (if it is necessary to ensure security of the object even if it is hel in a safe place). All documents that are included into the Registry are divided into two categories – documents of national significance (those that are particularly important for the Lithuanian history, prosperity of culture and the nation; those that represent aspects of the development of Lithuania, social and ethnic context in which the document was created) and documents of regional significance (documents that had an impact not only to the history, culture and development of Lithuania but also to the whole European region). After two years of the existence of the Registry 11 documents or collections were acknowledged as particularly important objects of documentary heritage of the national significance and 12 – as documents of regional significance.
