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In 2005 Government of the Republic of Lithuania endorsed The Conception of Digitization of the Cultural Heritage of Lithuania, which defines digitization objectives, principles and tasks, objects, and general selection criteria. The Conception encourages consistent and purposeful activities of state, municipal institutions and organizations aiming to preserve, improve accessibility and promote cultural heritage using modern information technologies.
The national project The development of an integral virtual library information system, aimed at achieving the goals outlined in the Conception,  is being successfully implemented by  M. Mažvydas National Library of Lithuania, Lithuanian Art Museum and Lithuanian Archives Department.
Understanding of digital cultural heritage content significance as a source of scholarly, leisure and commercial services and intention to contribute to the development of information society have become a driving force for launching digitisation initiatives in the wide spectrum of institutions, including libraries, museums, archives, and academic institutions.

However, while reaching ambitious goals of the development of the European digital library, considering the provisions of EU and Lithuanian documents that determine directions for information society development and evaluating user needs (this is particularly important), digitisation should become a concurrent and integral part of memory institution activities on the national and international level. Current practical experience, political documents provide an appropriate basis for adoption of a consistent digitization strategy.
