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Digital preservation sometimes seems to have taken a life on its own as a specialised area. In practice it also turns out to be a rather diffuse term as its meaning can range from the execution of specific preservation actions on digital objects to the management of the whole life cycle of digital information. In this respect the recent appearance of the term digital curation has also added to the confusion. The question is, can digital preservation be seen without the context in which it is used? Are the requirements for archives, libraries, research institutions, government agencies or any other organisation that has to deal with longer term preservation of digital information the same or do they require different methods and approaches? The one thing common to all is, however, their concern how to preserve the fragile and intangible digital objects they are responsible for over time and through the rapidly changing technological environments.
In this presentation the focus will be on the archival perspective and the specific requirements that arise when records are the objects of preservation. It will discuss among others the impact of modern technology on recordkeeping approaches and methods, and on leading concepts such as authenticity, appraisal and selection and describing records? 
