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Database of Lithuanian historical names was created for practical purposes by the author of this presentation. The author is grateful to doc. dr. Antanas Smetona for consultations. For publishing scholarly articles the card catalogue was necessary. In the Institute of the Lithuanian Language there is a card catalogue of approx. 200 000 names of historical locations; it is important for performing research, but it is in the early stages of computerization.

Database of Lithuanian historical names is created using Microsoft Access programme. At the moment it contains 48 000 names of locations. Database consists of names of locations mostly settlements that are mentioned in Lithuanian historical sources.

All records are identified by ID. The form consisting of 100 fields has been developed. Due to large amount of work, two stages of filling database with information should be set: 1) entering precise source data: name of location (if necessary accompanied by the extract from the text), year, source abstract (several fields), source features, page, language, comments, data on geographic location of the historical place and 2) fill in all remaining fields.
In order to perform this work in appropriate manner a philological qualification is necessary. Selection of sources and locations is crucial because of huge volume of materials.

The most important sources of data are: chronicles of crusaders, Russian and Polish chronicles, Lithuanian Metrics, documents of the offices of Grand Duchy of Lithuania, archives of private manors, church metrics, books, lists of geographical locations, dictionaries and reference books of geographic locations, maps, plans.

Issues of different languages and fonts were faced, it was also necessary to solve the problems of different versions of the same name in various languages, different names referring to the same place etc.

There were no other Lithuanian examples of such database at the stage of its development, therefore, it can be enhanced in future.

