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One of the most distinctive features of the emerging cultural record today is its connection to digital environments. This prompts a great social question of how to capture living history and its digital cultural record, and how to integrate that unintended consequence of new media environments in the knowledge continuum—by transforming it into knowledge, documents, and collections in memory institutions. From the point of view of information science, when expressive and unproblematic reflections of their time become constructed as archival record and history, that condition can be seen as one in which culture becomes culture memory record. Knowledge work involved in “salvaging records from the stream of time” was famously discussed by Ervin Panofsky, in his essay on the history of art as a humanistic discipline. Salvaging as construction helps us better understand knowledge work involved in managing culture, social memory, and living history. I argue that an understanding of the emerging historical record and the status of historical evidence in the digital realm is an important aspect of knowledge work today because it calls to address the issues of social or cultural amnesia by “collecting” forms that emerge outside dominant cultural expression. How do we integrate divergent realms of the knowledge continuum is complicated by the critical mass of cultural heritage material available through digitization of cultural artifacts and circulation of cultural information in large technical systems. In this talk, I aim to outline the components of the History Web, and the efforts by divergent communities of researchers and practitioners to shape it, learn about it, and use it in creating new knowledge. I will examine current efforts by which digital history and the history web are being created as transformation of culture to knowledge by highlighting several of my recent research projects on new documentary practices and digital library development, and showing how specific research cultures have adapted their practices to the new print/digital knowledge continuum.

