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The European Library is a collaborative venture of the Conference of European National Librarians.  It started life as a European funded project TEL, led by the British Library and has since March 2005 been a fully operational service with a growing number of National Libraries taking part.  The success, so far, of the service has led to the European Union both in funding and in political support, backing The European Library as the technical and organizational infrastructure able to produce the European Digital Library. This conclusion while exciting has some serious consequences for the strategy and future of The European Library. 

The paper will give a brief overview of the human and technical infrastructure of The European Library and look at the consequences of taking on the development and organization of the European Digital Library.  The paper will discuss the lessons learnt to date and how they might be applied for the wider collaborative enterprise that covers museums and archives as well as libraries. It will end with a ‘current state of play’ of the roadmap showing the way towards the European Digital Library.  

