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The archivist all his life has to choose. Which records you can destroy, which serve in archives for ever? Which records you should arrange and describe firstly and which lately? Which records are worthy to describe on highest level of information description? Which records and documents are appropriate to “give” to the public in exhibitions, lessons, source editions etc.? Doing these choices the archivist stays active creator of historical memory. Nowadays we have new tool of constructing of this memory – digitisation of archival materials. Nobody can digitise all their holdings. Sometimes we are talking about 10 percent, sometimes only about 1 percent. New field of selecting appear in the archivist’s professional life. Whose needs the archivists have to take into account? Political authorities? Historians? But historians of which kind? Modern or post-modern? Ethnic, sexual or other minorities? What about micro-history, gender studies and history of mentality? What particular criteria of selecting documents for digitisation have been expressed? Can we formulate another criteria connecting strictly with historical anthropology? For example can we prefer ego-documents creating by women, children, minorities? Should we and can we avoid the situation in which the archivists stay “slaves” of ethic, national, European or another ideology? The problem of digitisation is a good occasion to consider the role of the archivist in democratic society. We need not to forgot that the “owner” of public archival materials are not government but society, it means each of us. Formulating programs of digitisation we ought to take into consideration voice of different social groups. The mission of archives can be not only to serve social memory in public repositories but to help all groups to construct their own memory too. The great tool in this constructing is digitisation of archival materials.

