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The MINERVA project, MInisterial NEtwoRk for Valorising activities in digitisation (http://www.minervaeurope.org),  coordinated by the Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities and funded by the IST Programme in 2002 ,was originated by the willingness to create the place for the European Ministries of Culture to discuss, correlate and harmonise activities carried out in digitisation of cultural and scientific content, for creating an agreed European common recommendations and guidelines about digitisation, metadata, long-term accessibility and preservation. 
MINERVA EC, MInisterial NEtwoRk for Valorising Activities in digitisation, eContentplus – supporting the European Digital Library, started on October 2006, carries on the activities of MINERVA project.
Its goal is to facilitate the creation of added value products and services at European level, to improve awareness of the state-of-the-art in the sector, to contribute to the overcome of fragmentation and duplication of digitisation activities of cultural and scientific content and to maximise cooperation among the Member States.
The Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities is also the coordinator of the MICHAEL project, Multilingual Inventory of Cultural Heritage in Europe, and its extension MICHAEL Plus, which are both funded by the European Commission’s eTen programme. The MICHAEL project began in June 2004 as a partnership between NRG members from Italy, France and the United Kingdom. MICHAEL has created a pan-European online service to enable European cultural heritage to be promoted to a worldwide audience. 
The 1st June 2006, started the MICHAEL Plus project which extended the participation to MICHEL to other 11 countries.
The service offered by MICHAEL allows students, researchers, tourists and all citizens to search, browse and examine several national cultural inventories from a single point of access, thus finding and exploring European digital cultural heritage material, on a multilingual basis, over the Internet. 
For more information about MICHAEL see: 

http://www.michael-culture.eu/ (the project)

http://www.michael-culture.org (the European portal)

