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The Baltic Connections project is an international effort to uncover the archives of the common past of the countries around the Baltic Sea during the period 1450-1800. The project has been carried out between 2005 and 2007 by archival organisations in a uniquely large number of countries: Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland, Russia and Sweden.

The project aimed at the compilation of an archival guide to materials concerning the maritime relations between the countries around the Baltic Sea, to be published on the project's website (www.balticconnections.net) and in three volumes. The guide focuses on themes such as trade, shipping, merchants, commodities, diplomacy, finances and migration, roughly from 1450 to 1800. Furthermore, the website includes a virtual exhibition of some of the most beautiful or interesting documents found in the archives.
After a general introduction, this presentation will first deal with the reasons for setting up this project, its funding and the participants. Next, it will discuss the way in which all partners have worked together, the format used to describe relevant archives and the digital techniques employed to let people all around the Baltic Sea submit the descriptions into a database. The lecture will conclude with a demonstration of the search possibilities of the database and the exhibition, and the expected long-term results of the Baltic Connections project.
The lecture will pay special attention to methodological and cooperative matters. How were agreements made about the scope of the project? How was a level of uniformity reached for the very different archival terms used in the participating countries? How was the database management system set up in order to gain a certain standard among all partners?
