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The project BARIS (Metadata information system of Vilnius Church provincial archives documents and books) was launched in 2006. It originated from collaboration between the faculties of Communication and History at Vilnius University, Vilnius Archbishopic Curia and the Lithuanian Museum of Ethnocosmology and was funded by the Lithuanian State Science and Studies Foundation. The main result of the project is the establishment database model of metadata information system (IS) of the church archival documents and books, creation of IS information components, methodology for describing documents and selection criteria for digitalization. During expeditions to the churches of Švenčionys, Molėtai and Trakai deaneries metadata records of 1 600 documents were added to MS Excel tables, 1 400 records were processed and added to the database and 13 161 pages of antique (17th – 19th century) documents selected in accordance with BARIS criteria were digitalized.

The main goal of BARIS in 2007 is expansion of the system and dissemination of the heritage in three directions: information and functional structures, expansion of content and accessibility. To achieve this goal the following tasks are planed:

1. Creation of storage space for digitalized documents in the server of the Faculty of Communication.

2. Expansion of the BARIS functional structure which will be comprised of research modules. These modules will allow retrieving scientific data quickly and effectively from the system using queries and forms.

3. Updating BARIS PSP with metadata, facsimile images of scanned documents, transliterations and translated texts. This data will be gathered during research of libraries and archives of churches in the Vilnius archbishopic and the Kaišiadorys and Panevežys bishopic deaneries.
4. Linking BARIS to other heritage information systems (e.g. ,,Aruodai”). This will be achieved by using geographical, name and keyword classification and a terminology thesaurus.

5. Performing advanced research of new documents and comparative scientific research of already assembled data to secure their social dissemination.

Historical documents will be described using Dublin core metadata element structure. Selection and digitalization of documents will be performed applying guidelines and techniques of United Kingdom Arts and Humanities Data Service (AHDS). The main anticipated result of the project is a fully operational and accessible to the scientific community metadata information system of church archival documents and books which expansion is significant for research, information exchange and heritage preservation aspects.
BARIS data and results are published in the internet webpage of the project: <http://www.kf.vu.lt/baris>.

